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ECCLESIAS ES xii. 1.— Remember now thy Creator in the days oi: 
ya iy your.” 


p In the general division of this subject, we proposed to 
notice, 

Thirdly, Some of the motives that should influence 

@ youth to sobriety and religion. Among these, the things 
@ that came under the past heads form no inconsiderabie 
im rank. oie be more particular, we observe, 

i. Youth should be thoughtful about their souls, be- 
cause they|are in a critical state. Eternal consequences 
depend upon the conduct of this life. {ft is a state of pro- 
bation for an endless existence both of the soul and body. 
And certainly, the morning of such a life must be impor- 
tant. It is important in respect to the things of this life ; 
but how does the importance swell to infinite, when we 
refer it to the things of a dread eternity. Behold a youth 
entering upon this stage of sin—without experience —des- 
titute of restraining grace—his passions warm and impa- 
tient—imprudent, rash, and blindly confident—in the 
centre of a thousand bewitching pleasures, that with a 
syren voice allure his footsteps; and his heart naturally 
bent upon them—stimulated by the seductive influence of 
others—and ensnared by the smooth writings of error. 
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How critical is the situation of the young immortal! Ang 
add to the picture, the exertions of the fallen spirit of heli, 
who, knowing the defenceless condition of his object, js 
busy in spreading snares, that he may confirm his con. 
quest; and how does the awful hazard enlarge! My young 
friends, this case is your own. And can you think of Ivo 
stemming the torrent without the aid of religious princi. § fia 
ples? “ Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean [ve 
not to thine own understanding; in all thy ways acknow. Hat 
ledge him, and he shall direct thy steps” Without his Hj a 
guidance you willinevitably stumble. Implore him to di- J x 
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rect your way. Wi 
Generally speaking, the course that is chosen in youth, #° 
fixes the character and destiny of man. its 
th 

“ Just as the twig is bent the tree’s inclin’d.” t 


In youth the foundation is laid for the structure of el 
heaven or heli. And when once the choice is made, the JJ) 
building proceeds ; and alas, is, but too seldom obstructed. 


As we live, so we genérally die. As the race of human 2 
Jife is begun, so it is ended. With God, all thimgs are s 
possible ; but with man, it is impossible te remove estab- d 
lished habits of sin. If youth, to whom the Lord says, f 
* Choose ye this day whom ye will serve,” reply, “ Who 2 
is the Lord, that we should obey his voice? Depart from 
us, for we desire not the know!edge of thy ways:” then he 
usually, with righteous indignation, leaves them to inherit \ 
the censequences of their wicked disobedience and folly. i 
He says concerning them, as he said concerning Ephraim, 


he “ is joined to idols, let him alone ” De not these facts 
make the period of youth critical and dangerous? And do ! 
they not form a weighty motive to influence you to obey : 
the exhortation in the text ? 

2. The great advantage of religion in the trials of 
life, presents another motive to induce youth to embrace 
religion. ‘Trials are inseparable from human life. Man 
is born untothem. Our very pleasures have a large mix- 
ture of pain. Have we pleasures in possession? How 
ofien do they wing their flight and leave us in wretched- 
vess? Dofiiends smile and make us happy? Deatk 
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matches them from us. There is a worm to destroy all 
eur cidseliia joys. The ground withers, the vehement 
east wind blows, ai.d we are left weltering in the scorching 
sul. 
My dear |young friends, you are just commencing your 
voyage on the sea of human life; and though you may 
fatier yourselves with the enjeyment of a constant calm, 
vet it will be boisterous, it will rage, and foam its billows 
ground you: and who, but “ He that commands the winds 
gnd the sea,and they obey him,” can be a skilful mari- 
ner for you? The tempest of affliction wil) blow; and 
who can erect a covert for your safety ? The dismal sirait 
of death must be entered: and who will conduct yo down 
iis narrow, dangerous passage; and safely launch you on 
he peaceful ocean of eternity ? Who but He, who is able 
to say to the proudest wave, “ Hitherto shalt thou come, 
butno furtherr” ‘Trust your all then to him for time and 
eternity, and be assured, he will never fail to fulfil his 
promise, * I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 

3. Another reason why youth should be seberminded, 
and anxious for themselves, ts, because so many beings are 
serious, and anxious for them . Their parents, unless har- 
dened themselves, are serious and anxious for their wei- 
fare. Chrig$tians are serious and prayerful for them. ‘The 
angels of lheaven are anxiously watching for their safety. 
And the gteat God himself is seriously engaged in pre- 
serving them, and in warning them to flee from the wrath 
which his justice must inflict upon them, if impenitent. 
Yhus all holy beings are serious, and seriously anxious for 
youth: and is not this a good reason why they should be 
serious themselves? Nor have I mentioned ali that are 
serjous on their aecount. The unholy beings of hell are 
serious in planning their ruin. They are serious in spread- 
ing nets and gins to entrap their souls: and surely this 
should incite youth to be seriously engaged to escape their 
suares. 

3. Another reason why youth should comply wiih the 
exhortation in the text, is, the extreme uncertainty of life. 
I need not spend a moment iu illustrating the truth of this 
uncerlajnty. There are none of my young readers, but 
Lave seen death come upon those of their age, “ like a 
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thief in the night.” You have all seen the bloom 9; 
youth and heaith,as it were, in a moment, wither and drop 
into the grave. Yes, you have all seen this, though you 
may pot have considered it with wisdom. But if you, fora 
moment, pause, and reflect upon it now, though all the othe 
motives should be disregarded, surely this will not. 

Dear youth, my increasing anxiety for your souls will 
not suffer me to close this subject, without again exhort- 
ing you to “remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth.” Do not forget the subject, until you have weigh- 
ed well the danger of your situation, and the motives to 
influence you to embrace religion, in early life, which have 
been stated. Consider the awful consequences of a for- 
getfuiness of God, and your proneness to it. Reflect 
much upon the favourableness of your age to commence 
a life of piety ; and be determined to obey the injunction 
of the Saviour, “ to seek first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness.” Turn your eyes from the riches, hon- 
ours, and pleasures of the world, and be not ensnared by 
them. Look upon the amusements and pleasures of time 
as malicious enemies, (for such they aie,) and avoid them. 
Believe not the promises of the werld, for they are vain. 
* Harden not your hearts.” Put not far off the days of 
evil; but rationally previde for them. You cannot pre: 
vent their coming upon you, by shutting them from your 
thoughts, And how is he prepared for the storm, who 
think not of it, until he feels it? How is he prepared for 
the cold blasts of winter, who sports away the summer: 
Consider the depravity of your hearts, and the strength 
which it is constantly increasing ; and think how much 
more favourable the present time is, to commence a course 
of piety, than any future period. Reflect that you are 
forming characters for eternity; and that your life and 
death will probably be according to the choice you now 
make. Be convinced that if destitute of the sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit, you are in the gall of bitter- 
ness and bond of iniquity; and if you seek not delivers 
ance to-day, it may be in vain to seek to-morrow. Con- 
sider this, and be soberminded. 

But may I not fondly hope, that there are some among 
my young readers, whom, instead of exhorting to flee 
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from the wrath to come, I may hail as having already fled 
to the ark of safety? Oh happy, happy youth! I hail 
you, blessed of the Lord! Early have you escaped from 
ithe paths of the Destroyer,” and ‘ chosen that good 
part which shall not be taken away from you.” Your 
chief concern, now is, not for the things of this world, but 
for those of eternity—not for the dying body, but for the 
immortal soul. Your treasure is laid up, not for time, 
but for eteruity—not on Earth, but in Heaven. Your 
pleasures arise, not from the short- lived, sordid gratifica- 
tions of sense, but from the ennobling duties of Christiani- 
ty—from the faithful performance ef which, springs that 
«joy which is unspeakable and full of glory. bs May [not 
then rejoice over you, and hail you blessed ?—But let me 
also exhort you to the greatest diligence, and steadfast- 
ness in religion ; ; for your spiritual life isa warfare. Ex- 
emplify “the beauties of holiness” in all your conduct, 

that others may be attracted. “ Adorn the doctrine of 
God your| Saviour in all things” Be not weary. in well- 
doing.” | Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Pray earnestly for the 
“recovery of sight” to the blind around you: and exhort 
them, by precept and example, to “turn their feet unto 
Gou’s testimonies.”—But if any of my young readers are 

determined to forget God, and will not regard his entrea- 
lies, expostulations, or awful threatenings, f beseech you 
to remember that God has said, “ My. Spirit shal! not al- 
ways strive with man.” Remember his vengeance is 
awake—his sword already glitters—and may justly be 
commissioned to destroy you, if you any longer remain 
hisenemy. Qut of Christ, © he is a consuming fire.” 

Once mere, therefore, let me exhort you to “remember 
your Creator i in the daysof your youth,” lest “ you mourn 
at the last, when your flesh and your body are consumed, 
and say, how have I hated ‘instruction, and my heart des- 
pised reproof; and have not obeyed the voice of ny 
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Memoir of Mary Aun Ciap. 
MEMOIR OF MARY ANN CLAP. 


(Concluded from page $2 ) 





The Saturday night, preceding her death, was a pe: 
euliarly interesting night to her friends. From eleven to 
twelve o’clock, she was in great distress of body, and said, 
but little. Once, however, she said: “O, these are pleas. 
ant groans to me; for they are my last ! 2 They soon, in- 
deed, became pleasant to others; for they were gradually 
turned to singing. For sometime she continued to sing 
with a strong and melodious voice, but without any distinct 
articulation. At length a neighbour, who was present, in- 
cidentally remarked, “I wish that Mary Ann could sing so 
that we might understand what she is singing.’? Without 
making any reply to this remark, which was not indeed 
addressed to her, she immediately sung, with distinctness 
of articulation and in a manner pecularly impressive, the Hy 
tollowing lines by Dr. Watts. fo 


Jesus can make a dying bed p 
Feel soft as downy pillows are¢ 

While on his breast lean my head, 
Aud breathe iny life out sweetly there. 


from that time she continued to sing for an hour ; though 
not a regular tune, yet with great melody and expression. 
Sometimes she sang portions of hymns; but generally 
short extemporaneous sentences and ejaculatory petitions, 
stich as these; ie my dear Redeemer. ’—“ Blessed Lord, 
do receive me! — QO my dear Saviour”—* O come, my 
dear Jesus !? m Not withstanding her weakness had been so 
ereat, that she had scarecly been able to speak loud enough 
to be heard, for several hours ; yet she sung with so much 
energy, as to be heard in all parts of the house. When all 
the family were assembled, and were listening to her strains 
of rapture with speeninaman ei one observed, that it was 
strange, she could sing so loud, since she appeared SO eX: 
tremely weak, during the first part of the night. To this 
ubservation she replied with the same elevated and melodi- 

ous tone of voice; “ My strengh is in the Lord”—* O, Je- 
is can give me sufength!” Nor did she appear in the least 
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jegree exhausted by this long exercise of rapturous devo- 
‘on. On the contrary she was able to converse afterward 
sith increased strength. Being asked, if it did not fatigue 
er to sing so long and so loud, she answered ; “O no, it 
seemed sweet tome, to join with the angels, who seemed to 
ye joining with me, in praising God.” When one asked 
her, why she generally kept her eyes shut, while she was 
inging, she answered; ‘* Because with my eyes shut, I 
eemed to see pleasant sights.” Being asked what she 


ly Baw, she said; I seemed sometimes to see a bright light, 
§ Bike the burning bush. I saw too my Saviour with his little 
ct 


chosen flock around him—many little children praising 
hin. Ilong to be of the number. TI feel very thankful, 
that he has shown me such a beautifulsight. I shall soon 
be with them.” Speaking to those, who stood about her 
bed, she said; ‘I wish you were all as happy as I am.” 
$ BM When some one said to her, “ I hope you pray for us, that 
© Bwe may be happy, as youare;” she answered ; “I do pray 
for you in my heart, as much as [ can.” She then re- 
quested her friends to pray with her and for her. To this 
part of the statement I subjoin no remarks. The fac's 
stated, as well as others, related to me, are indeed extraor- 
dinary. But, having received the account from several 
persons, who were present; but principally from two in 
whose judgment and recollection I have great confidence, 
I feel no hesitancy in declaring, that I believe the statement 
to be substantially true. 

On the Sabbath, the day before her death, she was able to 
say but little. She frequently, however, declared her hap- 
piness, in view of the near approach of death. In the 
course ef the day, she often uttered short ejaculatory 
prayers, such as the following; “ Come, Lord Jesus; come 
quickly”—* Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” &c. 

On Monday, July 15, I visited this lamb of my flock for 
the last time. J found her still in the full exercise of rea- 
son, and faith, and hope. She was, however, able to say 
but little; and that little with a feeble tone of voice. But 
her looks expressed more, than her words. Her counte- 
hance was sweetly interesting—a picture of serenity and 
joy. -Fhe scene imparted a melancholy pleasure to the 
mind. I could not but rejoice at the thought, that she 
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was about to “sleep in Jesus.”—Having united with her jame? 
prayer, or rather in thanksgiving, I left her, to meditayim 
on the wonders of redeeming love ;—I :emembered thm”! 
words of David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, in which ame 
celebrated the power of divine grace; “ O Lord, our Lord 
how excelent is the name in all the earth; who hast se 
thy glory above the heavens! Out of the mouth of babe 
and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, betause of thine 
enemies ;’—I remembered too, that our blessed Savioy 
had applied this language to the children in the temple 
who sung hosannas to the Son of David ;—and feeling per. 
suaded, that it was equally applicable to this sanctified 
child, who had so sweet!y celebrated the praises of her 
Redeemer, I was constrained to acknowledge the sove. 
reignty of divine mercy, and say; “ Verily, O Lord, out 
of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected 
praise.”— Thou hast hid these things from the wise and f 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes; even s0, ( 
Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight !” ‘ 

Toward the close of the day Mary Ann became speech. 
Jess; though it was evident to her friends, that she still re f° 
tained her reason. ‘The last time she spoke, which wai’ 
about three hours before her death, she renewed her de: 
clarations of peace and joy; and at nine o’ciock in the 
evening she quietly fel! asleep # 

Thus lived—thus died this interesting child, leaving the 
highest consolation for her pious fiiends, the most solemu 
warnings for the wicked, and the brightest example of 
early piety for her young companions: And thus have 
l endeavoured to give a faithful statement of facts con 
cerning her. ‘To those, who were indulged with the priv: 
ilege of being with her in her sickness, the statement will 
doubtless appear cold and deficient. The circumstances, 
which gave peculiar inierest to many of her remarks; 
especialiy the meek and intelligent expression of het 
countenance, cannot be exhibited in simple narrative. 
Nor have I the presumption to expect, that the narrative, 
simple as it is, and carefully as it has been made, will be 
fully credited by those, who have no experimental ac- 
quaintance with vital religion. It may, however, be 
safely aflrmed, that no real Christian could have witnes- 
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od the whole scene of her sickness without being con- 


tite iced, that she felt the power, and enjoyed the consola- 
cd thammioDS, of religion. Nor dol believe, that an infidel could 
ch jgave stood ten days by her bed side, and still remained 
Longa open infidel ; if not converted, he would, at least, have 
t segqgpecn confounded and silenced. It was, as may be seen by 


preview Of this narrative, on the tenth day before her 
ecease, that the fear of death was taken from her, her 
aith confirmed, and her hope established; and from that 
jime, as far as could be discovered, not a fear nor doubt 
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thine 
Our 


ple } 

be jistressed her mind. On the contrary, her joy seemed 
ifiedqamlo be full; and, except in seasons of bodily pain, without 
heggnterruption. She was always patient and submissive— 


ovegamiree (9 Converse with every one, and ready to give a rea- 
oummion for the hope that was in her—affectiunate to her 
te(g tiends, earnestly desiring their spiritual good, and faith- 
anda wily exhorting them to seek the Lord—humbly but confi- 
so, (ently trusting in God, often speaking of his goodness aud 

mercy to her, expressing her love to him, and declaring 
che ber sure hope of his favour through Jesus Christ—fully 
ream cxpecting death, conversing on her approaching dissolu- 
vase JON with satisfaction, and like the apostle to the Gentiles, 
de. Manifesting a continual desire, “to depart and be with 
theg@ Christ..—And all this in a manner so interesting, with so 

much simplicity, meekness, and intelligence, as to impress 
he ¢very mind and meit every heart. Out of her mouth God 
nf cid, indeed, perfect praise; and she seemed to me for 
off ‘hese ten days to have anticipated the joy and employ- 
yea ment of Heaven. 


n I know, it will be said, all this apparent happiness may 
y-§@ lave been the effect of though‘less delirium and a heated 
ii{/ ‘Magination; and all these professions of humility, love, 


5, desire, resignation, and benevolence, the result of mechan- 
ical instruction ; but it will not be said by those, who saw 
sm and heard for themselves.—It is true, there is such a thing 
», Mm 3S Vain confidence and presumptuous hope. It is, indeed, 
» ™ 0 evidence of preparation for Heaven, that a person is 
ef easy and contented, in view of death. Thousands, with- 
.— out question, become hardened in impenitence, die in 
2 @ ‘houghtless security, and go down to the grave with a lie 
-@ in their right hand. But where an assured hope is ex- 
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pressed, connected with a full and rational account of th 
grounds of that hope, attended with the highest manifesta, 
tions of all the other Christian graces, pieceded by any. 
ious inquiry and consistency of conduct; especially where 
all these are united with ihe simplicity of childhood, the 
evidences of regeneration become as clear and decisive, 
as can be exhibited to human view ; and were we per. 
mitted to decide with certainty in any case of spivitual 
character, we might surely in one like this—if in any, we 
might in this confidettly apply the blesseduess, promised 
to those, who die in the Lord. 

I have only to add, at the close of this narrative, a 
word of exhortation, with my ardent desire and humble 
prayer, that it may by the blessing of Heaven be profit. 
ble to all who read it. May the bereaved friends who 
read it, find consolation. May parents who read it, re- 
solve to be faithful to the sonls of their children. May 
children who read it, see the beauty, and feel the impurt 7 
ance, of early piety. May all, who read it, be encour HF! 
aged to seek that giace, which is necessary to guide us 
through life, to sup pert us in death, and prepare us for 
Heaven. 

Reader, art thou a parent? Be entreated to bring your 
children to Christ in the arms of faith and prayer. Dedi- 
cate them to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and seek 
for them the blessings of the covenant of mercy, promised 
to believers and their offspring. Pray with them, and 
pray forthem. By precept and ex: ample show them the 
path of life; and put them in the way of receiving pas 
toral instruction. {t is true, you cannot change ther 
hearts, nor give ihem grace; but you may be the happy 
instrument of procurirg for tiem the blessing of Heaven, 
and thus promoting their spiritual good and everlasting 
felicity. While, therefore, you labour to supply them 
with the meat, that perisheth, O deprive them not of the 
bread and water of life. But lead them to the fountain 
of living waters; and place them before those faithful 
servants of the Lord, whose office and whose lose to 
Christ require them to feed both the sheep and the lambs 
of his flock. 

Reader, art thoua child? O, then, review this narrative 
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vead it again and again, and think of yourself. Though 
91 are young, you are not too young to die—you are 
op too young, to be happy or miserable—you are not 
0 young, to love and serve the Lord. It was among the 
ying requests of Mary Ann, that I would warn childrea 
»flee from sin, and pray for them and exhort them, that 
ey might be good and happy. My dear child, let me 
neat you to regard this warning. Seek the Lord, 
hile he may be found, and cal! upon him while he is 
ear; that, if you should live long on the earth, you may 
e useful and happy—that, if you should die soon, you 
ble pay die in peace, and go to Heaven—that, whether living 
ita. (er dying, you may be the Lord’s. 

vho MM Reader, whosoever thou art, behold, in the happy sub- 
re. fect of this narrative, the power and excellency of vital 
lay @Beligion; and examine thyself, whether thou art in the 
yt Mith, And may the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be 
ure Mpith thy spirit. AMEN. 
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*s A PASTORAL VISIT. 

k 

d TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 

] 
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. I contemplate the young with peculiar emotions. 
¢ Bley are not only the joy and hope of their parents, but 
+ fre to be our future mothers in Israel; the fathers and 


ipperters of community; our legislators, judges, and 
hinisters of the Gospel; the pillars of church and state, 
ind benefactors of the world, Ever since my settlement 
ithe ministry, my eye and heart have been fixed upon 
ve youth of my congregation; to interest, instruct and 
wide them in the way to Heaven. With a view to ac- 
mmplish this, L have tried various successive methods ; 
ve addressed them in public, and made special mention 
'them in prayer; have frequently assembled and taught 
‘em the catechism: also, formed them into Sabbath 
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School classes for the purpose; and have visited, in roi, 
tion, the respective schools of which they were member; 
and ministered instructien to them. 

I have lately commenced another course for the rej; 
gious benefit of children and their parents. I went, }j 
particular request, to the house of one of my parishioner 
on a given evening, where were assembled the pareng@i , 
and children of three families from the immediate neigh ), 
bourhood. About an hour and a quarter was spent ig , 
hearing the children recite the catechism, and askefim , 
them such others questions as occured, with a view t 
give suitable expositions and illustrations, in reading angi , 
remarking upon Scripture ; suggesting hints and advil | 
to both parents and children; concluding the whole wit , 
prayer. The circle was interesting, especially to a , 
Christian minister; himself a parent. The exerci , 
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seemed agreeable; making impressions and exciting emo 
tions, promising good to all: and I returned home, reflec: 
ing upon the seasen with joy and hope. 

I have since thought considerably of the mutual advan 
tages which would result to a minister and his people 
from the prosecution of such a plan. It would make hin 
more acquainted with the parents and the lambs of hi 
flock; would assist the parents themselves in the govern 
ment and instruction of their children; give the ministe 
more ready and free access to the children ; enabling 
him, in consequence, to have more influence with the 
and do them the greater good ; increase the interest 0 
parents for each other; particularly as sustaining th! 
important and responsible relation ; and bring their cli! 
dren, by being associated in this manner, into a mort 
friendly and improving intercourse with each other. | 
this way, too, a minister, by devoting an hour, or Jittl 
more, in one evening of each week, would, in the cours 
of a year, visit, converse and pray with, the heads al! 
branches of 156 families. And this, in addition to bi 
other stated visils o: occasional calls. In some instances 
4 or 5, or even 6 families, might unite with convenién¢ 
and effect : So that, ifthe parish be large, the whole num 
ber of parents and children will be included in the time 
of ayear. Proceeding in rotation, as to the place of assell 
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bling, there will be one meeting, at least, in each family, 
in the course of every three years. Or, if an hour, two 
or three evenings in a week, were to be appropriated 
to this purpose, there would be opportunity fer a meeting 
atevery house, and. for repeating these social and religi- 
gus Visits two or three times over in the course of a year. 

I have stated these things, with the hope that the com- 
munication will prove useful to both ministers and people; 
by exciting the former to prepose, and the latter to en- 
courage, by soliciting or making arrangements, for such 
or a similar procedure. 

Would not the execution of this plan, help, under God, 
ange io raise up the foundations of many generations? Un- 
VG Jess special pains are taken to instruct and regulate our 
NUE children, is it not to be feared, that they will become the 
0 @@® victims of vice or error? And unless many of them be- 
‘St come pious, how are the churches to be replenished wher 
NOG ihe present pentrenee of the godly shall bave finished 
‘Cl their course on earth! PASTOR. 





I 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
HINTS TO CHILDREN. 


Much is said and written at the present day, on the 
subject of early education. Parents are, as we hope, 
awaking to a sense of their high responsibility; and a 
happy change has already taken place in the moral if not 
in the mental improvement of children. Most cordi- 
ally do I rejoice in this innovation, firmly believing that a 
radical change in the education of children, especially 
female children, is the most probable method of effecting 
a thorough reformation in society at Jarge. But while 
the duties of Parents are so strenuously urged, and so 
accurately defined, there is another subject scarcely less 
important, which is not so frequently brought into view, 
viz. the duty of children to Parents. 

“ Henour thy Father and Mother that thy days may 


be long on the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 
L, 
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Let not those whose reading is chiefly confined to works 
of a modern‘date, be alarmed, at my referring tothe Deca. 
louge; for however ignorant they may be of the fact, this 
is a work still extant, and its precepts are yet binding on 
the conduct and pemethonate of men. In the 5th com. 
mand, we not only have an express injunction to the ex. 
ercise ‘of filial piety ; but, as the Apostle tells us, it is the 
first commandment with promise. Surely then, it be. 
comes an object of the first moment to children, to obtain 
correct views of this all important subject. 

To my youthful readers I would therefore now address 
myself; and may I be enabled to adapt my language to 
their understandings and hearts. You, my dear little 
friends, have Parents, whom you tendeily love. From 
your birth they have watched over you with the kindest 
solicitude, the most unremitting care. In your early in- 
fancy, they dedicated you to that great and good Being, 
from whem all your blessings flow. You have been 
taught to fear and reverence his great and holy name; to 
Jove Ilim, to lisp his praises, and daily to supplicate his 
favour and protection. Every inmoceut gratification, 
which the partiality of your Parents could devise or their 
means procure, has been bestowed upon you, It is true, 
that you can but imperfectly appreciate the strength of 
their affection or the extent of their solicitude. Still you 
know enough to be assured, that on your welfare, mucb of 
their carthly comfort is depending. What then ought to 
be your feelings and conduct towards these Parents ?— 
Surely it is no difficult thing to honour those to whom we 
are so strongly attached by the powerful ttes of gratitude 

and natural affection. Our Heavenly Father has here 
required us to perform a task at once easy ied delightful; 
and yet how often is this holy commandment broken by 
most children, and how seldom do even adulis corsidet 
their obligations to obey it. Here Lt would remind m: 
readers of the goodness and mercy of God, ta thus making 
obedience to this commatd so easy and agreeab'e, and 
then annexing a promise to its ful Giment. What should 
be your be haviour towards such a Being? Ought you not 
to strive earnest! y to find out what your duty is, and ther 
as eagerly pursue it? Low faithful should be vour sei 
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examination; and if you cannot remember any outward 
act of rebellion to the authority of your Parents, (of which 
{should hope you guiltless) can you not recollect any dis- 
obedience of heart, any secret repugmance to obey? Have 
you, oH NO CCcasion, regretted that the commands of your 
Parents had not been different in their nature, or not bind. 
ingon you? Have you not secretly murmured when you 
were alraid to make your unwillingness known io them? 
If your consciences here condemn you, be assured, that in 
the exercise aud induigence of this spirit, you have failed 
to honour your Parents and to glorify God. You have al- 
so violated this precept, if, at any time, you have attempt- 
ed to dece've your Parents. Remember, my young 
friends, that your relation to your Parents is so intimate, 
that such an oneness of interests exists between you, that 
they, above ail others, are ertitied to your highest confi- 
dence. Always suspect that your designs and conduct 
are incorrect, whenever you are afraid of their scrutiny. 
With them you may safely repose all your joys and all 
your sorrows. Inno other hands are they as sa‘e. There 
it certainly, then, no motive for deception, when you have 
acted as you ought. I am the more particular on this 
subject, because I know that children are naturally prone 
to falsehood, and that many, who would shrink from tell- 
ing what they term a direct lie, are yet often found to 
equivocate and grossly to dissemble. Know then, that 
God looks upon the heart, and that wilifuily to deceive. 
whatever gloss you may put upon it, is tolie. T need not 
tell you how great'y God is offended and your Parents dis- 
honoured when you are guilty of deceit. Cultivate then, 
I beseech you, singleness of heart. I wou!d farther tres- 
pass upon your patience, my dear children, by pointing 
you to another thing, in which I fear you often offend. 
I allude to the manner in which yeu receive the reproofs 
and instructions of your Parents and Teachers. When 
they kindly and tenderly inform you of a fault, and exhort 
you to amend; do you not exhibit a self-justily ing spirit, 
and instead of confessing your fault with ingenuous sor- 
row and promising to do beiter in future, do you not seek 
to excuse yourselves and palliate your guilt ? 

When your friends are delivering to you the most im. 
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portant instructions, the most faithful and affectionate 
admonitions; do you not sit or stand in a listening attitude, 
while your thoughts are wandering from one childish 
amusement to another? Are not your affections engross. 
ed by your toys and play things, when they are attempting 
to direct tlfein to the ever blessed Jehovah? While they 
are describin g to you your lost condition, the infinite worth 
of your souls, and the glurtous excellency, the inestimable 
value, of the Redeemer of the world, are they not some 
times obliged to reprove you fora whisper or a smile? Do 
your consciences testify that this has often or even ounce 
been the case 5 you have not only fo: feited the promise con- 
nected with the Fifth Command, but you have subjected 
yourseives to the pena'ty of a br oken law, and are affection- 
ately urged to repent immediately of your sin, and resolve 
that you will do no more so wickedly. 

Again, your Parents are dishonoured when yeu do not 
treat them with the most delicate poliieness. By the word 
politeness, Ido not here mean the empty ceremony and 
etiquette, of the fashionable world; but that refined and 
dignified civility, induced by benevolence, springing from 
the heart, and a necessary consequence of loving our 
neighbour as ourselves. Many children who would net 
dare to disebey their Parents, often treat them with ex- 
treme incisility ; and the reason is, that their obedience is 
not the result of love; but of a slavial dread or fear. If 
they really desired that their Parents’ will should regulate 
all their conduct, because they felt this will to be right, 
they would seek to find out ali their pleasure, and instead 
of wailing to be directed: to administer to their wants, 
would habitually anticipate every wish. 

Chi'dren sometimes have wicked, unreasonable and 
cruel Parents. Here I confess the duties of filial piety 
become more difficult—still they are not to be neglected, 
and though a child is not required, or even permitied, to 
obey a Parent in any thing forbidden by the law of God ; 
they are requi:ed to endeavour to the utmost to reverence 
and love even such Parents, forbearing to expose their 
faults or even to make them the subject of their own 
secret contemplation. 

Christ when on earth took little children in his arms 
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and blessed them. He is now equally ready to receive 
and bless all who come to him with penitent believing 
hearts. You must realize, my dear children, that this 
Glorious Redeemer will be near to you at all times if you 
really love him and wish his presence. He will hear your 
prayers, if you are sincerely sorry for your sins and do wish 
tobe like himin character. Why then should you not come 
now and ask him to forgive you, and keep you from all 
sin in future? Beseech him to send down the Holy Spirit 
toenable you to obey ; for without this divine assistance 
you will never honour your Parents who are praying for 
your salvation, or glorify that God who has given you 
these Parents, and from whom cometh down every good 


and every perfect gift, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN, 


SIR,— 
Should you think proper, you may give the following a place in 
your Youth’s Guardian. H. Le. 


A DIALOGUE, 


BETWEEN SOBRIETAS AND LEVITAS, RESPECTING THE LAW 
FULNESS OF DANCING ASSEMBLIES AND BALLS. 


L. [rejoice to meet you once more, my friend, as f 
have wished to know the reason of your repeated absence, 
from our Dancing Assembly. 

S. I think I have reasons sufficient to offer, for my 
late absence. . : 

LL. I am anxious to hear them, as you was formerly 
seldom missing, on such occasions. 

S. Ihave lately been brought, as I trust, to see the 
sinfulness of such amusements, 

L. Will you inform me, what has operated to convince 
you, that attending on dancing parties, is sinful ? 

S. Iwill cheerfully comply with your request. 
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Sometime past, I was brought to experience a very 
painful conviction, of my totally sinful and ruined condi- 
tion by nature. I saw my constant danger, of falling un. 
der the everlasting displeasure of an angry God. At 
length I was led, by the exercise of his sovereign mercy, 
to aright discovery of the Gospel method of salvation, 
through Jesus Christ. Since that time, I have not only 
had no taste for such amusements as bal!s, but have viewed 
them in direct contrari« ty to the spirit of Christianity. 

L. Ican tell of no such conviction or change of mind, 





as you profess to have experienced; but am far from [ee 
thinking thein inconsistent with a rational religion. And 9) 
indeed, | could name several young persons, that were J | 
once supposed to have been converted, who have since ¥& 


been frequently seen at dancing parties. | 

S. Did they attend them in the time of their greatest . 
seriousness and anxiety of mind, respecting their spiritual 
state? 

L. I believe they, at that season, wholly abandoned 
them. | 

8S. And have you not noticed, that where there has 
been a general awakening, and revival of religion in a 
particular place, that young people have exchanged their 
balls for religious conferences ? 

I. Ihave. But lhave also observed that some, who 
have appeared the most zealous, have-again exchanged 
their religious meetings, for the bail room. 

S. I cannot say there have beea no instances of this 
kind. And in my thoughtless days, I supposed their 
turning again to vanity, afforded a strong evidence against 
the truth of conversion Bat I have lately been convin- 
ced, it is only a proof of the insincerity of such apparent 
converts. L have, therefore, scrupled not to rank them 
with the stony eround hearers, described by the Saviour, in 
the parable of the sower. 

L. Are you not, my friend S, far too uncharitable? 
And especialy, since it is well known, that a considerable 
proportion of the members of particular churches, have 
not only patronized balls, but have attended them occa- 


sionally themselves. And will you say, that all such pro- 
{cssors are hypocrites fF 
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s. I cannot say that some real Christians may not, 
from the influence of their education, or when they have 
alien into|a state of great declension, have favoured such 
amusements. But I cannot persuade myself that those 
Christians, who maintain a spiritual and humble walk 
with God, will be seen ata ball. And I have heard of 
several young converts, who have been allured by their 
gay and enticing companions, to join a dancing party, 
ihat have afterwards lamented it, in the bitterness of their 
hearts; and resolved never rrore to engage in such vain 
amusements. They have mourned, that they have been 
led thus to dishonour their Saviour, and to disgrace their 
Christian character; and have solemnly warned other 
young professors, to ‘avoid such ensnariug exercises. 

L. But where do you find any thing recorded in the 
Sacred Writings, which condemns such diversions? 

S. Iread in the Prophets, that a woe was denounced 
against those members of God’s visible Church, ** who 
rose early in the morning, that they might follow strong 





}drink 5 and continued ’till midnight, unti! wine inflamed 


them. And the harp, and the viol, and wine were in their 
feasiss; but they regarded not the work of the Lord, nor 
the operation ef his hands.”* ‘The like characters are 
condemned by another when prophesying under the im- 
mediaie inspiration of the Holy Spirit.¢ Job also, when 
speaking eof the ungodly of his day, saith, “ They send 
forth their little ones like a flock, and their children 
dance.” 

L. But you will observe, my friend, thai it was the 
excess which attended their feasting and dancing, which 
God by his Prophets condemned, and not the exercises 
themselves, 

S. Let this be granted; and who durst say, that the 
like excess does not attend them now, as did then? What 
evils are named in the instances mentioned above, which 
are not, at least in a general view, attendants on ‘modern 
balls? Do not those who collect for such amusements, 
commonly inflame themselves with wine or strong drink ? 
Do they not fr equently continue their festivity and mirth 
(ll midnight, and sometimes until break of day? ‘These 


*Tsaiah v. 11, 12 . | Amos yi. 4, 5, & 
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were some of the excesses, which God by his Prophets 
condemned, in the ancieut Jewish Church. 

L. I acknowledge these are of a criminal nature; 
but youth should be taught by their parents, to avoid all 
excess, when they engage in this recreation. 

S. Should they be laid under proper restrictions, they 
would have no desire to attendthem. It is the excess in 
which they are wont to indulge on such occasions, which 
renders them so pleasing. Should they be told they must 
keep to the rules of moderation and temperance, and that 
they must attend on balls in the fear of God, with a pray- 
ing temper of mind, and not intrude on the proper hours 
of rest, or the devotion of the family and the coset; it is 
presumed very few, if any, would attend them. 

L. My friend, did you not know that you have been 
condemuing a very necessary refinement? And especi- 
ally in this polite age. Itis surely of great consequence 
for young people, who would render themselves accepta- 
ble in the fashionable circles of the day, to attend on 
dancing assemblies, that they may wear off their rusticily 
and clowiishness, and cultivate an easy and genteel behav 
wur. 

S. Fama cordial friend to all proper refinements. 
But do those acquired at your assemblies, bear any com: 
parison to the refinements, which are the effects of good 
family government, and a vir:uous education P 

To form the minds of children and youth, agreeably to the 
holy rules of Ged’s word ; to bring them to imbibe the spirit, 
and to imitate the blessed examples of Jesus Christ ; has 
a far more happy tendency to enrich the mind, to human 
ize the temper, to soften the passions, and to furnisli 
yeuth with inconceivably more amiable accomplishments, 
than can possibly be acquired at dancing assemblies. 

The latter do nothing towards altering the depraved 
heart for the better ; but on the contrary, serve to increase 
pride and self-importance, and at best afford only a tin- 
selled covering to much deceit and wickedness.* But 


* « The laws of politeness only polish the surface ; and there are 
some parts of the human character, which still appear very rough 
Even politeness has its regulations for strife and murder, and esta 
blishes iniquity by a law. The evil disposition is a kind of subterrancow 
Sere, and will haye vent in some form.” 

Fuller’s Gospel its own Witnese, 
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S shat refinements, obtained by art or man’s device, can 


equal the hidden, man of the heart, in that which is not core 
ruptible ; the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
the sight of God is of great price! 

(To be concluded. ) 


S= 


MR. MAY’S LETTERS, 


Il. To the Children in General. 
Chinsurah, July 81, 1818. 


My dear Children—Whoever you are, or wherever you 
may be found, who attend at the Fourth-Street school 
room, a letter from Mr. 8 filled my heart with joy, so 
full that T could scarcely read his letter without a faltering 
voice. O, much am I rejoiced to hear that schools of iu- 
struction of the rising generation, are on that best of all 
days established in your city. Happy Philadelphia! May 
her sons be as plants of righteousness, grown up in 
their youth 5 and may they become as stately cedars in 
the Lord’s garden; may her daughters be as corner 
stones, polished after the similitude of a palace, more pre- 
cious in the eyes of Jesus than diamonds and rubies to the - 
eve of an earthly monarch. To you these few lines are 
written. I need not entreat your attention, because I am 
sure of obtaining it. I am happy to hear that some of 
iTe is 
agood man, and loves to do you good. May you love 
him as one that feels a deep concern for your eternal wel- 











| fare: There are those who love to see the young flocking 


to hear of Jesus. Iam sorry to hear that you have been 
shut out of the school house in New Fourth street. Com- 
fort yourselves with this, my dear children, Jesus will not 
shut you out of heaven. Neither men nor devils shall be 
able to prevent your entrance to that happy place, when 
Jesus says, * Come ye blessed children of my Fathet, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of thé world.” What sort of a teacher is that man who 
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shut the door of Sabbath school instruction against yoy) 
Has he a large school? Who would trust their children to 
one, who only cares for the loaves and fishes! There are 
not many such schoolmasters, that is one comfort. God 
has blessed you with the riches of his grace, ‘rv to make 
others as rich as yourselves. Some of you are teachers, 
I hear, in Sunday Schools; this is no more than whai yoy 
oughtto be. If you have derived benefit from Sabbath 
school instruction yourselves, you ough’, to the utmost of 
your power, to impart that instruction to others. It is ¥& 
your duty ; God expects that you will do it. Nay more, i" 
Christ commands you, “ Freely ye have received, freely #™ 
give.” lo 
The Hindoo Children are eager for instruction. I have HR 
nearly three thousand and three hundred uncer my charge. 
The last Report, of June, 1818, of thirty six schools, there 3 
are three thousand two hundred and fifty-five on the IB" 
books; and out of these two thousand six handred and " 
ninety-five atiend the schools. We have also a girls’ 
school! a thing hardly known or attempted before. You B® 
would be pleased to see them read their Bengalee books. & * 
We could soon establish more schools, but we want money, 
we have no funds. Pray for these poor Hindoo children. 
You would be delighted to see a Hindoo school, contain- 
ing one hundred children, sitting in rows on the ground, 
with painted or priuted cards hanging on little posts before 
them. ‘To see them writing with a pen made of cane, on 
leaves, some long and narrow, about two inches wide, and 
others broad green leaves, which contain marks or stripes 
in them ebout the size of text hand writing, so that there 
isno need for ruling them: nature, or rather God, ina 
most wonderful manner, has ruled them ready to the 
hand. One cent willsupply a boy with leaves for a month. 
and four cents will supply a boy with more ink than he can 
use in a month, two cents buys them a writing book, and 
tweive cents will supply a school of one hundred childrea 
fora month. The master is paid tne rupee for every ten 
children that.attend. The ink is one annas per sees, that 
kind on which they write on leaves; and ink used on 
paper is six pice. There are four pice in an annas, 64 
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pice in a rupee, and two rupees I believe will make a dol- 
ly, So that one dollar will pay for teaching twenty chil- 
children. And the expense of leaves, paper, ink, pens, 
se, would not be more than two dollars more ; so that for 
sven, and at most for eight dollars, a school can be taught 
ia Bengal—a school of one hundred children. There isa 
shool book Society already formed for supplying them 
with suitable books. 

Pray for us, my dear childven, pray for yourselves, and 
God will bless you. I will write to you again another 
time, when I hope to be able to send a present of twe 
more volumes of Lectures for those good children who 
love their Bibles ; who love to hear of Jesus Christ; those 
children who love God and love prayer. ‘They will be at- 
tentive when these lectures are read; I will send them as 
soon as they are printed. You will rejoice to hear that 
there are now about ten thousand children under instruc- 
tion in the various schools, under the superintendence of 
various persons in this part of India. God bless you all, 
and may you ail be the real 'ambs of Jesus Christ; and 
when you die, be gathered to the fold of Jesus. 

From your sincere friend, 


ROBERT MAY, 


SCHOOLS IN INDIA. 


hitracts of a letter from the Rev. Rozert May, Mission. 
ary in India, to his friend in this city. 


Chinsurah, July 31, 1818. 

My Dear Sin 

Your, letter was received by me. I could scarcely 
read it for tears of joy. {was happy indeed to hear from 
you, and now write by the return of the ship, which will 
sail in a few days. 
Var schools are still very flourishing ; we have thirty 
ix schoo!s under the united superintendence of myself, 
Mc.Harle and Mr. Pearson. The last report of June was 
“vee thousand two hundred and fifty five on the books, 
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and two thousand six hundred and ninety five in attenj. 
ance. A school society has been formed. I send thei 
first report in a letter inclosed to R. Ralston, Esq. Schoo 
are daily petitioned for, and are gradually on the increase 
There are, I believe, about ten thousand children now jp. 
structed in the various schools already established in India, 
I mean in this part of India, Bengal and the upper pro. 
vinces. 

All the letters for the children I inclose to you. One 
for J s W y, another for the young converts, and 
a third for general use of those children who may be in. 
structed in any of those schools with which you may. now 
be connected. 

I am glad to hear that some of the children remember 
the first of May, they are not forgotton by me. Your let. 
ter reached me on the 27th of April. 1 was in Caicutta 
at the time. 

It is my intention, should I ever be forced to make a 
voyage to England for my health, or any other purpose, 
either to go or come round by America. But when that 
may be, I cannot say, at present. And may God long 
continue to me that invaluable blessing, that I may con- 
tinue to work in his vineyard. 

My prayer to God is, that I may ke kept humble and 
made useful. May God bless your efforts also, my dear 
friend. He has b’essed them, and | trust he continus to 
bless them. God locks down with peculiar pleasure on 
those who feed his lambs. He blesses and encourages 
those who engage in the religious instruction of youth with 
his special] favour and love. He will also smile upon the 
humble efforts of those who once were scholars but are 
now teachers; they shall share his love. He will look 
down on them with peculiar delight and approbation. 

Go on my dear friend, it is amost delightful employ- 
ment, and one that we sha!l have to b'ess God for through 
eternity. Still continue to pray that [ may be faithful and 
persevere in this glorious work of instructing the young, 
till death shall impose silence on my tongue. God bless 


you all. Your brother in Christ. 
ROBERT MAY. 
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their A FAMILY SCENE. 
100); 
ase, (Continned from page 103.) 
Y ins 
dia ———, JANUARY 10, 1819. 
pro Thomas. The sermon this afternoon was very enter- 
taining and instructive—I am fond of historical sketches 
Ine in sermons. 
ind Mrs. H. ‘They are very pleasing when turned to good 
‘i ® practical purposes: and Mr. T—— never fails of giving 
OW shem that turn. 
Susan. Pray, Mama, whatis the story of the little cap- 
net tive girl he mentioned this afternoon ? 
et Mrs. H. My dear, she was a litle Jewish girl, that was 
“ earried away captive by the Syrians, in one of the dread- 
ful wars in those times. A captain of the host, a noble- 
i man, named Naaman, took her for a little waiting maid 
. for his wife: and it seems that she was treated with ten- 
” derness, for she expressed great affection for her master. 
id He was afflicted with a distressing disease, called leprosy, 
" which could not be cured by physicians. And this little 
4 girl said to her mistress, “ Would God my lord were with 
. the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him 
of his leprosy.” When Naaman heard of this, he did not 
: disregard it because it came from a little servant girl; but 


immediately made arrangements to go to Samaria. And 
his king, the king of Syria, wrote him a letter of introduction 
| to the king of Israel: and, after some unfavourable cir- 
cumstances, he was sought out by the prophet Elisha, and 
was ultimately healed. 

Susan. Ob, Mama! how much he must have loved the 
little girl, for being the means of his receiving such a 
cure. 

Julia. Miss Neale has a dialogue upon that story, in 
her Sacred History, that is very interesting; a book we 
have read in our reading meetings. 

Susan. It makes me think of the poor little Osage Cap- 
tive. |O how glad I am that there was such a good lady 
to redeem her. I shall always think of her, and of Sir 
C , who was the means of it, 

M 
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Mrs. H. And all, my dear, must be ascribed to the goog 
providence of God. His designs of mercy, in effecting her 
freedom, [ trust, comprehended infinitely more than her 
earthly comfort and happiness. 

Susan. I should like, Mama, to hear the whole story 
about Naaman. 

Mrs. H. Many of the circumstances are striking, and 
the whole very instructive ; but we have not time to attend 
to them now. Iwill relate them to you sometime, Susan, 
Tadeed, we will read that portion of the Scriptures this 
evening before family worship, with Mr. Scott’s notes and 
observations. You may call your Papa, and we will at- 
tend to the little catechism which was given you the last 
Sabbath, and also to the next Bible history. (Susan calls 
her papa. ) 

Mr. H. We will new hear your bilical catechism, 
children. You will answer in the same manner as you 
did the last Sabbath. Thomas, what sons had Adam and 
Eve, after they were banished from the garden of Eden? 

Thomas. They had two, Cain and Abel. 

Mr. H. What was Cain’s employment? 

Julia. He was atiller of the ground. 

Mr. H. What was Abel’s employment? 

Susan. He was a keeper of sheep. 

Mr. H. When Cain and Abel brought, each of them, 
an offering unto the Lord, what distinction did he make 
between them ? 

Thomas. Unto Abel, and to his offering, he had respect ; 
but unto Cain, and his offering, he had not respect. 

Mr. H. How was Cain affected at this ? 

Julia. He was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 

Mr. H. What did the Lord say unto him ? 

Susan. He said, Why art thou wroth? and why. is thy 
countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be 
accepted; and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the deor. 

Mr. H. What did Cain do when he was in the field 
with his brother ? 

dhomas. He rose up against him and slew him? 

Mr. H What did the Lord say unto him ? 

Julia. He said, Where is Abel thy brother 
Mr. H. Wow did Cain Answer him? 
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Susan. He said, I know not. Am I my brother’s 
keeper ? 

Mr. H. What did the Lord then say unto him? 

Thomas. He said, What hast thou done? the voice of 
thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground: and 
i denounced a severe curse upon him. 

Mr. H. What did Cain say unto him? 

Julia. He said, My punishment is greater than I can 
bear. 

Mr. H. What did the Lerd then do ? 

Susan. He assured Cain of his protection, and set a 
mark upon him, lest any, finding him. should. kill him, 

Mr. H. Wheve did Cain dwell after this ? 

Thomas. In the land of Nod. 

Mr. H. What was the name of Cain’s eldest son ? 

Julia. Enoch. 

Mr. H. What did Cain do in the land of Nod? 

Susan. He built a city. 

Mr. H. What did he call the name of the city? 

Thomas. Enoch, after the name of his son. 

Mr. H. What was the name of Adam’s third son ? 

Julia. Seth. 

Mr. H. What did Seth call the name of his son ? 

Susan. Enos. 

Mr. H. How old was Adam when he died ? 

thomas. Nine hundred and thirty. 

Mr. H. What became of Enoch the gon of Jared ? 

Julia. Ue was taken to heaven without dying. 

Mr. H. ‘This is as far as we went with the Bible Histo- 
ry the last Sabbath; and as [I then promised, I will now 
give you some account of Noah’s flood. 

The world became very corrupt in the days of Noah, 
so that God was grieved that he had made man on the 
earth, and he determined to destroy him and ev -~ living 
creature: But Noah, being a just man, found favour in 
hiseyes. God therefore apprised him of his mteution of 
Jestroying the world by a flood, and of saving him and 
his family ; and commanded him to make an ark of a cer- 
tain fashion and dimensions, and to enter into it with his 
sons, and his wife and his sons’ wives, with all kinds of pro- 
visions in store necessary for their support. And Noah ob 
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served all his directions; and when the set time Was come, 
be, and his sens, and his wife, and his sons’ wives, went 
into the ark, and two and two of all living creatures: and 

the Lord shut him in. Afier seven days, it began to rain 
upon the earth, and it rained forty days and forty nights, 
until the waters rose fifteen cubits above the top of the 
highest mountains, and all flesh died that moved upon 
the earth. In the sublime language of Scripture it is 
said, “ In the same day were the fountains of the great deep 
broken up, aud the windows of heaven were opened, and 
every living substance was destroyed which was upon the 
face of the ground, both man and cattle, and the creeping 
things, and the fowl of the heaven.” But Noah, and all 
that were with him in the ark, were safe ; for the ark was 
horse up on the waters. After an hundred and fifty 
days tue waters abated, and on the seventeenth day of the 
seventh month the ark rested on the mountains of Ar 
rarat. On the first day of the tenth month the tops of the 
mountains were seen; and, forty days after, he opened the 
window of the ark, and sent ferth a raven, which went to 
and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth, 
{Te sent forth a dove also to see if the waters were abated, 

and, as she found no rest, she returned < again into the ark. 

{In seven days he sent her out again, and in the evening she 
returned with an olive leaf in her mouth: so Noah knew 
that the waters were dryingaway. Buthe stayed seven days 
more, and sent forth the dove, and she returned not again 
unto him. This was a proof that the waters were dried 
up: so he removed the covering of the ark; and agreea- 
ble to the command of his Preserver, he, and all the in- 
habitants of the ark, went forth. Thedevout Noah imme- 
diately Lait an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt of- 
ferings upon thealtar: And the Lord accepted his offering, 
and covenanted with him that he would no more cestroy 
all flesh by the waters of a flood, and appointed the rain- 
bow as a seal or pledge of that engagement. ‘Thus Noah 
and his sons began again to cultivate and replenish the 
earth: And the days that Noah lived after the flood were 
three hundred and fifty years. 

The next Sabbath I propose to give you a brief account 

of the tower of Babel. 


( To be continued. ) 
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On the Duty of Loving Christ. 137 
ON THE DUTY OF LOVING CHRIST. 


Extracts from an Address delivered to the Children of a Sab- 
bath Evening. School in Aberdeen, (Scotland. ) 


The following extract will; we think, both interest and profit our 
young readers: and also serve as an excellent model for the instruc- 
tion of our youth. They are much in the style of that distinguished 
friend of youth, the late Rev. Robert May, whose manner of writing 
ior the young, bas seldom, if ever, been exceeded. 


I am going to tell you-why you should love Jesus Christ. 
Now you should love him, because he made you. Weare 
told that “ all things were made by him.” He made the 
Heaveus that are stretehed forth over your heads, and the 
sun that shines'so brightly, and the moon, and the stars, 
that give you light when the sun goes down. He made 
the earth that lies under your feet, and the sea which 
spreads itself round the world. He made the summer 
that has passed away so pleasantly, and the grass which 
then covered the earth like a beautiful green carpet. He 
made the winter that is now hastening away so swiftly, and 
the snow which covers the ground like a soft white mantle. 
He made the little birds that sing so sweetly in the trees, 
and the pretty lambs that sport so joyfully in the fields, 
and the small fishes that play so gladly in the waters. 
Yes, and He made you and me, and all the people that 
have ever lived; He made our bodies that must soon die, 
and our souls that shall never die, 


If you love him, you will wish to be in his company, justi 
as you like to be with those whom you love on earth, and 
you will think that you could not be happy in any place but 
where le is.- 1 have lately read of a child who was asked, 
when dying, * whither he was going?” He answered, “ to 
heaven ;” * Why do you wish to go to Heaven ?” he repli- 
ed, “ because Christ is there ;” * but what if Christ should 
leave heaven ?” well said the child, “ then I will go with 
him.” This child loved Jesus so much, that he thought 


he could not be happy in heaven without him. 


If you love Jesus, you will wish thai all the children in 
the world would love ee as you wish that peo- 
2 
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ple would love your parents and friends; and you will be 
sorry when you see that other children do not love him, 
A little girl once said,“* How good Christ was, to come 
down from heaven to suffer so much, and to die for sinners, 
and for me too! And I wonder that all the men and wo. 
men in the world do not love Jesus Christ !” 


Thorgh dogs bite, and serpents sting; though wicked 
children hate one another, and quarrel, and fight; those 
children who love Jesus, must always love one another. 


[ have seen children insultng people that were walking 
on the streets, and throwing snow balls and stones at them; 
and I have heard children cailing out after people that 
were doing them no hrm 3 now these children do not love 
Jesus. I have seen wicked children running after foolish 
people, ahd mocking them, and striking them; and I have 
seen chil dren following and mocking the poor people that 
beg on the streets; and I have seen children standing 
and laughing at poor people that are blind, or want their 
arms or their feet, or are deformed. Now ‘all this is very 
wicked, and shews that the children who are guilty of it, 
do not love Jesus Christ. 


I knew a boy that was so fond of his father, that he said 
on y s death bed, “that nothing troubled him so much as 
the fear that he loved his father more than he loved Jesus 
Christ A little girl, who died lately in Ireland, was 
asked by her mother, did she not love Jesus more than 
her maracas? She was at first silent; her mother again 
asked the question, and the child answered. * T hope when 
God is going to take me, he will enalle me to do so.” 
This shews us that she loved her mother very much, but 
wished to love Jesus still more, as she ought todo, Child- 
ren that love Jesus, ought to pray for their parents, as 
their parents should for them. A child abou: eight years 
of age once asked his father why he did not pray for their 
children? The father looked steadfastly at his dear boy; 
sighed and wept, and said, “ No wonder I have not prayed 
jor you, I have never prayed for myself.” “ Then I will 
pray for you, papa,” said the child. After this, the father 
and mother, and the little boy, always said their prayers, 
and they became goed people. 
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There was lately a man who had an only son, to whom 
he was very kind, and gave every thing that he had; 
when his son grew up and got a house, he was very un- 
kind to his poor old father, whom he turned out of the house, 
andiefused to support; the old man said tu his grand son, 
«go and fetch the covering from my bed, that I may go 
and sit by the way side and beg”? The child burst into 
tears, and ran for the covering. He met his father, to 
whom he said, “I am going to fetch the rug from my 
grand father’s bed, that he may wrap it round him, and go 
abegging ;” Tommy went for the rug, and brought it to 
his father, and said to him, “ pray, father, cut it in two, 
the half of it will be large enough for grand-father, and 
perhaps you may want the other half when I grow a man, 
and turn you out of doors.” The words of the child 
struck him so forcibly, that he immediately ran to his fa- 
ther, asked forgiveness, and was very kind to him till he 


died; this is an affecting little story, and you should re- 


member it. Children who love Jesus, love and obey their 


teachers. 
(To be concluded.» 





HISTORY OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


(Continued from page 103 ) 


Aste 

* Before we pass on from the sceessful results of Will: 
iam Smith’s exertions in Bristol, it should be stated, that al- 
though his commencement was subsequent to Mr. Charles’ 
labours in Wa'es, he had no knowledge at the time of his 
precursor’s noble career. ‘The fountain of all good, thus 
causing this stream of his mercy to break foith in two 
distinct places, and almost simultaneously. 

“Tt was not likely that this new light, kindled by 
Charles and Smith, would remain long unobserved. It 
was seen, and admired from afar. The generous and 
noble spirited benefactors in different parts of the king- 
dom, who are ever watching for new methods of benefiting 
their species, hailed the beaming signal with delight, and 
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hke the eastern Magi, foilowed its direction, and flocke; 
to the brightness of its rising. Schools multiplied every 
where, till, at the present time they are to be found in gi. 
most every considerable town in this country. 

« Only one more triumph of this mighty scheme remains 
to be recorded, but that is a splended one ; no Jess than the 
invasion of ASIA, and its establishment, amidst the temples 
and the gods of that part of the world, which may be de. 
nominated the METROPOLIS OF IDOLATRY. THE First Syy. 
pAy Scuoon in Asta was established by the Wesleyan 
missionaries in Ceylon, June 4, 1815. 

“¢ Messrs. Harwood and Clough, two of the Wesleyan 
missionaries to the island of Ceylon, thus report the com. 
mencement of his good work in a quarter of the globe, to 
which the Christian patriot turns with a heart burning 
with the thirst of holy conquest, and an eye sparkling 
with most benevolent hope.” 

‘¢ We cannot conceal that the establishment of our Sun. 
day School has given us favour in the eyes of many. It 
has certainly considerably tended to help on the subscrip» 
tion to our place 3f worship. We only consulted one 
friend, who stated insurmountable difficulties, and assur: 
ed us that the time was not yet come, and that the people 
were not ripe for such an institution. However, we were 
determined by the help of God, to’make the ‘trial ; and 
now that we have upwards of 250 chi'dren, and 20 gratui- 
tious teachers most cheerfully engaged in instructing them 
every week, every one is charmed, and several are sur: 
prised that so simple dn idea did not occur td theit minds 
before. We have the pleasure to inform you,.that through 
the great kindness of the Ilon. Robert Boyd, Member of 
Council, and Commissioner of revenue, we have the use 
of the theatre for our Sunday School; and a better place 
could not have been chosen, it being so veiy central and 
commodious. We have quite a train of native children 
now in our school.” 

‘Thus a lodgment has been made by this institution 
in one of the outworks to the strong hold which Satan pos- 
sesses in theeastern division ofthe earth. Other mission- 
aries in India will soon follow the example thus nobly giv- 
en, til! successive triumphs of the cross over the powers of 
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darkness shall open for this beneficent scheme an access 
io the territory of China; nor is the day perhapsso dis- 
tant as despondency suggests, when it shall be announced 
in Britain, that Sunday Schools are formed in the city of 
Pekin. —Hasten it, O Lord, in thine own time. 

«Thus widely and rapidly, to the present time, has 
this institution multiplied its funds, its objects, and its con- 
quests. It is scarcely possible, even to hazard a conject- 
we upon the number of the children and adults, which are 
every Sabbath under the sound of instruction throughout 
the world. Perhaps, if we were to state them at considera- 
bly upwards of a MILLION, we should not at all exceed the 
aggregate. What a reflection for the moralist and the 
Christian, the patriot and the philanthropist! Whata 
wide and lovely scene for an eulightened and generous 
imagination to range over! A million scholars, collected 
perhaps by fifty thousand teachers in mighty circles round 
the fountain of celestial truth, to cleanse from the eyes of 
their understanding the scales of ignorance and vice! !! 

“If we turn from the past to the future, our hopes leave 
even our success behind. Comparatively but few years 
shall pass before other writers shall look back fzom a dis- 
tance in the progress of the Sunday School institution, ins 
conceivable to us, and sum up all that I have recorded, 
as but the very commencement of i's operations, the first 
fruits of its victories, and as not worthy to extend beyond 
the first page of its history.” 


[This article will be kept open. Ina future number a History of 
the — and progress of Sabbath Schools in this country may be e&r 
pected. | 


OBITUARY. 


REV. ROBERT MAY. 


he excellent missionary, Rev. Ropert May, whose letters in this 
and the last number of the Guardian must have delighted every reader, 
is, We learn, suddenly called from his labours to the glorious rewards 
of-heaven. The affecting news ot his death, is derived from a letter of 
Mr, Townley, dated Calcutta, August 15th. Mr. May died on the 191, 
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efa powerful fever. This bereavement will excite the most tend, 
sensations among the anxious friends of missions. The peculiar quali. 
fications for instructing youth with which Mr May was endowed, an; 
his devotedness, heavenly zeal, and goodly success, formed a prospec 
at which we were gazing with the fondest anticipations. But it seem; 
now for a moment to be overcast with shades; and our faith, which has 
but just recovered from so many repeated trials, is again put to the 
test. Mr. May was stationed at Chinsurali,in India Instructing chi. 
dren and endeavouring to lead them to Christ, was his favourite object, 
From the beginning of his ministry he has pursued this important ob. 
ject, with perhaps unequalled zeal and success. His engagedness and 
happy faculty in this good work was exhibited in Philadelphia, 
where his praise will long remain among the favoured seals which 
God gave him there of his ministry. A short sketch of his labours 
there was given in the last Number, page 89. The very beau. 
tiful lectures which he delivered to thousands of ehildren in that 
city, and which, from their earnestrequest, were published, will remain 
a rich blessing to American youth. It was ‘rom his benevolent exer. 
tions, that charitable Sabbath Schools were first established in Amer. 
ica. From this source, he will undoubtedly have many “ crowns of 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus.” In India, his faveurite object 
of instructing children and youth, was greatly extended, and surpassed 
the example of any other man. The system of management wasen- 9B, 
riched by various improvements which he introduced. His superin- 


tendence of schools was so extensive that ‘he had formed thirty-six, 
containing about 3000 children ; aud had the prospect of establishing b 
twenty more,to contain 2600. Funds were, however, wanting for é‘ 
this purpose ; twenty Petitions from various villages, some of them ’ 


very populous, having been retused, irom inability to comply with 
them. In September, 1817, the number of scholars on the books was | 
2900, and the general attendance 2465. 

“ Before Chinsurah was restored to the Putch, Commissioner 
Forbes, the British Kesident there, afforded the most cordial encov- 
ragemeut to these institutions. Mr. May closes the last Report which 
he seems to have addressed to the Commissioner (ihe settlement be- 
ing then restored,) in this impressive manner :— 

*¢ And now, Sir, this being in ail probability, the last report that I 
shall have the pleasure to lay before you, may ! be permitted to offer 
my grateful thanks, as an individual, deeply impressed with the ob- 
ligations which the native children are under to you, who when they 
were only 23 in number, extended to them your fostering care. 
Supported by the generosity of Government, they have now increas: 
ed to 2905 in the schools under my charge. | thank you in their name ; 
being fully persuaded, that, when they are sensible of the benefit con- 
ferred upon them, they will thank yon themselves. At the same 
time I cannot help extending my thoughts to milliens yet unborn, 
who may, at some future period, hail you as the first promoter of that 
plan, which will, in ali probabilty, become the greatest temporal bene- 
fit (while it prepares for spiritual blessings) which they could receive.’ ” 
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Endep 

quali. BILETTA PEARS, 

L, and 

spect Who exchanged the miseries of this life for the glories of a better, at 
|e Ms be early age of six years and nine months, was the daughter of poor 
h has ~rents, in Birmingham. She was afilicted with the scrofula for near- 
0 the -qwo years, and almost confined to her bed for five months prior to 
chil. her decease ; deprived of the use of her limbs, and covered with sores 
ject, Mend ulcers. When sewed up in plasterand poultice, her mother asked 


ber if she was tired: she said, no; we must not be tired with what the 
Lord sends ; it is he who has afflicted me; and when he sees fit he’ll 
easeme. ‘They are not the Lord's children who are tired of what he 
sends. 

She was very fond of reading ; and frequently requested her mother 
toread to her. One day her mother asked her where she should read : 
she said, where it is sweet ; her mother inquired where that was? she 
replied, where there is: most of Christ. She did not like reading, 
where there was little about Christ. Her mother asked her if she 


“B® should like to be prayed for; she answered, yes; what do you wish 
, should be prayed for? Either that the Lord would restore me, or take 


meto himself; which he pleases! As she wanted to be frequently 


ed tunedin bed; she cften prayed, O Lord give my.mother patience —O 
"BB lord pardon my sins, and take me! Her mother asked her one day, to 
OBB iry her (she was a very loving child) whether she would rather go to 
the Lord,.or get well and remain with her? she replied, the Lord is 
: better than a thousand mothers! She desired her mother notto grieve 
: when she died, but to go down on her knees, and return the Lord 
; thanks. She frequently lay singing hymns, and praying for herself 
and the whole family. Sheused to say to her mother, when the Lord 
takes me you will be better, for then you can work. (She is a bur- 
hisher.) 


A little befere she died, being in great agony, her mother told her of 
the love of Christ, and that she would soon be with him. she smiled 
and seemed to forgether pain. Having lain speechless for some time, 
her mother asked her if sbe thought she should be better ; she feebly 
eplied, yes, when I get with the Lord. 


ees ae 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


_If you meet with a person subject to infirmities, never 
teride them in him, but bless God that you have no occa- 
sion to grieve for them in yourself, 


Ifany man shou!d turn religion into raillery, and think 
'o confute it by two or three bold jests, this man doth not 
rendef religion, but himself, ridiculous in the opinion of all 
‘ons:iderate nen, because he sports with his own life. 









































i44 Poetry.—Notice to Correspondents. 
HYMN. 


SUNG BY THE CHILDREN AT WELLINGTON, 


When his salvation bringing, 
; To Zion Jesus came, 

The children all stood singing 
‘“‘ Hosannah” to his name. 
Nor did their zeal offend him ; 

But as he rode along, on 
He let them still attend him, 
And smil’d to hear their song. 


Chorus.— Hosanna to Jesus” they sung: No. 


And since the Lord retaineth. “ 
His love for children still, 

Though now as King he reigneth, 
On Sion’s heavenly hill; 

We'll flock around his banner, 
Who sits upon the throne, 

And cry aloud, “‘ Hosanna 
To David's Royal Sen.” 


Chorus— Hosanna to Jesus” we'll sing. 


For should we fail proclaiming 
Our great Redeemer’s praise, 
The stones, our silence shaming, 
Would their Hosannas raise. 
But shall we only render 
The tribute of our words? 
No; while our hearts are tender 
They teo shall be the Lord’s. 


Ghorus.—“ Hosanna to Jesus our King.” 
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ERRATTA. 
Page 73 line 7 for the, read her. 
74 26 for exhortations of, read exhortation in. 


.> 76 23 for renders, read render. 
; 77 28 for yourself, read yourselves. 
77 bottom line, for to, read too. 









TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Sermon to Youth, from Psalm cxix.9: and a communication re? | 
pecting Mary L , have been received. 


L. S. is delayed until the next number. 


* * The Bditor has received many assurances from the friends of 
youth, of their assistance in promoting the object of the Guardia” 
which he hopes soon to see fulfilled. 








